tive management of these patients has become more exacting and the skill of the anesthetist with his special knowledge of respiratory and circulatory problems is playing an ever increasing role in the surgical team. It is, therefore, time that a book which devotes much of its substance to these problems was written and we can be indebted to Dr Mansfield, Dr Jenkins and their collaborators for making their knowledge and experience available in this publication.
Two excellent chapters, one on the physiology of breathing by Dr Francis Prime and another on the physiology of the open thorax, make a valuable and erudite introduction to the subject. The chapter on the pharmacology of the drugs used is unlikely to advance the reader's knowledge much, but it contains many useful references for further reading.
The chapters on control of secretions and anesthetic techniques, which are clearly the product of a wide experience, should prove invaluable for the student studying for a specialist degree and as an introduction to his practical training in thoracic anesthesia. The student will, however, find very little guidance on the specific problems relating to thoracic aneesthesia in infants.
I was pleased to see a chapter on apparatus sterilization and the prevention of cross infection, as information on this subject is difficult to find and adequate care is too often lacking.
The management of the patient with a stove-in chest is described very fully by Dr W Pallister and some observations on the management of patients on ventilators are given but a detailed study of ventilators and advice on their selection is not included.
RONALD GREEN
Companion to Surgery in Africa by W W Davey MD FRCS FRCSI FACS pp xviii+356 illustrated 90s
Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1968
To the surgeon trained in a temperate climate who has subsequently attended a well organized course in tropical medicine the practice of surgery in the tropics may appear to be a well defined specialty. It is, however, only by living and working in the tropics that the magnitude of the problems involved becomes manifest and that the variations in the geography and pattern of disease come to be recognized. Professor Davey's book is designed as a companion to a standard surgical textbook. A unique feature is the author's emphasis on the geographical distribution of disease and his presentation of various disorders according to their frequency. Thus in the section devoted to tropical diseases considerable space is given in early chapters to Burkitt's tumour, Kaposi's sarcoma, tropical ulcer and keloid scars. In that devoted to cosmopolitan disease goitre, tumours of the jaw and diseases of the breast take precedence. In the urinary section considerable prominence is given to urethral stricture and the frequency of penile cancer is emphasized. The African gall bladder is a relatively healthy organ compared with its Caucasian counterpart; volvulus, though showing a quite remarkable geographical variation in its incidence, is one of the most common causes of intestinal obstruction, and the incidence of peptic ulceration, until recently regarded as an unafrican disease, may equal or even exceed that in Europe. The surgical implications of sickle cell anemia, amoebiasis, schistosomiasis and ascariasis receive deserved attention. Clear and concise, this attractive book, beautifully produced and well illustrated, is a tribute to the author's experience and his skill as a teacher. It can be thoroughly recommended.
H R I WOLFE
Practical Cytology by R G W Taylor pp xi + 148 illustrated 39s 6d
London & New York: Academic Press 1967 This book is offered as a guide to cytology and a bench manual; it fails to achieve the author's purpose on four counts. Firstly, far too much is attempted and the emphasis is on the irrelevant. Out of 140 pages, eight are devoted to cell reproduction, while only four are allowed to sputum cytology and two to serous effusions. Chromosomes are described but bladder papillomas are not mentioned.
Secondly, the plan of the vital third chapter dealing with normal and abnormal cells is confused and consequently confusing. Pyknosis is included with the various phases of the mitotic cycle, dyskaryosis is sandwiched between neoplasia and inflammation. The distinction between the component cells of stratified squamous epithelium and the flat cells of simple squamous epithelium is blurred to the point of being misleading.
Thirdly, the book contains fundamental inaccuracies. The lining of the ectocervix is described as keratinizing squamous epithelium; the ideogram of the chromosomes of the male nucleus is wrong in detail.
The international committee that met specifically to define lesions of the cervix uteri is referred to incorrectly as the International Committee for Histological Terminology and its recommended definitions are quoted out of the context of cervical cancer.
Finally, the illustrations are of poor quality. The first two chapters dealing with the preparation, staining, mounting and examination of smears are good, but despite that, this book cannot be recommended.
CHANDRA GRUBB
